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New Charges Agamst L. Caoi’se

: Unlted Press International -

The Air Force broadened its
case against-one of its Titan mis-

- sile launch officers and charged
him yesterday with contactmg So-

viet officials 13- times in- the past

-~ year and passing military informa-

tlon to unauthorized persons,

One of those allegedly . given -
- information was-not a Soviet of--_
_ ficial, defense sources said. -
 The new charges agamst ond
"Lt Christopher Cooke, . 25, “of
~ Richmond, means that, if - con-

victed, he could face imprisonment

“at hard labor for up to 76 years., -
U A grand jury-like Air Force
hearmg to  determine. whether .
there is enough evidence against -
_Cooke’ to court-martial him is to
resume today -at Andrews . Air.
-Force Base, The hearing opened

'I‘uesday

\ Cooke . was charged May. 28 -
with vxsltmg the Sovxet Embassy~

here three times between Decem~
ber and May. He was députy’
commander of a four-man Titan

.II missile complex at McConnell.»

Air Force Base, Kan. :
The new chargw, resulting- ﬁ'om

" an Air Force investigation, accused

Cooke of contacting Soviet Em-
bassy officials 10 additional times

.smce June, 1980, without teport-
.ing the-contacts to his supenorzg

Defense. sources: said some ‘of A

‘those 'alleged contacts mvolved
* more . Visits - to: the. . embassy

Whether other contacts were in.

"person outside the embassy. or. by»
telephone is not kmown... . .-

Addltlonally, Cooke was chaxged
with passing defense information
ﬁvehmw“toapersonorpersons
not authorized access to such. in-

.. formation.” The sourcey said- some
. of that. mformatxon allegedly was |
passed in< a- letter -to-. someone '

other than a. SOWet ofﬁcxal.

0 g b

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/07/06 : CIA-RDP90-00552R000201290043-2




